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Autumn Newsletter
As a practice we have felt the sudden loss of our practice owner, colleague and
friend, Dr Indy greatly.
We know that you, his patients have been greatly saddened by his sudden passing
as well and we want to say thank you for the condolences given and memories you
have shared with us all. A thank you also must go to Imagine Uraidla who
thoughtfully provided a condolence book for those who wanted to express their
sentiments in writing.
Dr Chris Say contacted us very quickly and offered to help in the early stages,
staying on until the end of February. We are extremely grateful to have had his
assistance during that 6 week period.
Dr Cassie Gibbs also made contact and offered to help where she could. We are
pleased that Cassie has taken on regular Tuesday sessions here at Uraidla and
she hopes to add more days in the future as her other commitments allow.
Thankfully we also have the sporadic assistance of a locum service which has
provided some extra appointments for our patients.
Our regular GPs Dr Tim Simpson and Dr Collette Richards have cancelled family
holidays and given up personal time to keep the practice going, their dedication to
the practice and their patients is impressive!
We understand that the for sale sign has caused some concern in the community
and we want to reassure you all that the practice is still here and seeing our
patients. There is of course, inevitable change and you will see some new faces
over time as the practice is sold and new GPs join the team here at Uraidla.
Dr Indy worked 5-6 days per week and at this stage we are still very short on
appointments and we understand how frustrating this is when Uraidla Family
Practice has always taken pride in our ability to provide appointments when they
are needed. We understand that many times we, as patients, cannot plan when we
will need assistance from our GP but if you can take a moment to look at things
like scripts or referrals and plan ahead for repeats as best as possible that would
help us to help you in a timely manner.
We appreciate your patience and understanding during this time of transition, we
are all doing our best to provide you with the healthcare you need. We expect that
we will have a new owner within the next couple of months and that we will be
back to operating at our usual pace.
PTO

Flu vaccines
Having an annual flu vaccination is the most important measure you can take to
prevent influenza and its complications. During the COVID-19 pandemic there
were fewer cases of the influenza virus (hand hygiene—who knew!?) but with the
reopening of borders and the easing of some restrictions a resurgence of influenza
is expected in the 2022 season.
Flu vaccination is recommended for all people over the age of 6 months, it is free
for children aged 6 months to 4 years old, adults aged 65 and over and for people
with certain medical conditions. It is important to note if you are in the over 65 age
bracket that the vaccine for this age group contains an adjuvant which serves to
increase the body’s immune response so please make sure that this is the vaccine
you receive in order to get the best protection against seasonal flu.
Uraidla Family Practice has
managed to secure this years flu
vaccine at the same price as last
year which is good news, this means
no increase in our fee for
private flu vaccination this year,
remaining at $17.
We now have private flu vaccines in
stock with delivery of government
funded flu vaccines expected at the
beginning of April.

Japanese Encephalitis
We have had some enquiries from patients about vaccination against Japanese
Encephalitis Virus (JEV). This is not a vaccine that is readily available and the
Communicable Diseases network have prioritised certain groups who are more at
risk of exposure due to their work environment or for those travelling overseas to
particular countries.
The best defence against JEV is to avoid being bitten by mosquitoes in the first
place by covering up with loose clothing, applying and reapplying an effective
mosquito repellent and where possible removing anywhere that mosquitos may
breed.
If you need any further information please refer to the SA Health website.

