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May/June 2021 News
COVID-19 UPDATE
We have successfully run a number of COVID-19 vaccination
clinics over the past month with a total of 290 vaccines given. As
a practice we are feeling comfortable with the processes
involved regarding consent, administration of the vaccine and
after care.
With the current phase of the immunisation program opening up to include more
members of our community from 50 years and older we are endeavouring to immunise as many people as we can. As Uraidla Family Practice is a busy practice
with our GPs being in great demand, adding in extra sessions to provide this service is at times a bit of a juggle but the willingness of staff to give up their personal
time has made it possible.
We have been very fortunate to have Dr Cindy Say involved in these clinics also.
The vaccine (Astra Zeneca) is provided to us in 10 dose vials. This means that we
can only book our clinics in multiples of 10 and if you commit to an appointment it
is really important that you turn up—or let us know as early as possible if you will
no longer be able to attend your appointment so that we can avoid vaccine
wastage.
If you are under 50 years old the current recommendation is that you receive the
Pfizer
vaccine. This is not available at our practice but through the larger COVID-19
Vaccination clinics located at:
-Mount Barker Hospital
- Noarlunga Centre
-Wayville Showgrounds
- Tanunda Hospital
-Womens and Childrens Hospital
Appointments for all of these locations can be booked online
(the preferred method) by using the QR code on the right and following the steps or by calling 1800 253 787.
COVID SAFE CHECK IN
Please remember to sign in when you arrive at the practice either with your smart
phone or at the desk with the written check-in. We were initially relying on our
patient booking list as a patient register but now understand that this does not
conform with requirements. Thank you for your support with this, it could save us
all, yourself included from a significant fine.
PTO

FLU VACCINES
An annual influenza vaccination is the most important measure to prevent
influenza and its complications and as such is recommended for all people over
the age of 6 months.
The body’s immune response naturally declines as it ages, because of this there
is a specific vaccine preferentially recommended over the standard vaccine for the
over 65 age group. This vaccine has an additional ingredient that strengthens the
immune response. If you fall into this age group you will automatically be given this
vaccine at your appointment.
If you would like to book in for your flu vaccine this season please ask at reception
or call to book an appointment. We currently have available the fully funded
government vaccine for people over 65 years, 6 months to 4 years and those with
a medical condition associated with increased risk of influenza and its
complications.
We also have the private flu vaccine available where your consult will be bulk billed
but there is a small out of pocket cost of $17 to cover the vaccine.

PHONE CONSULTS
One of the services that has come out of the last 12-plus months of
COVID has been the addition of Medicare supported phone consults.
At this stage phone consults are set to run until the end of the year and
currently our practice still bulk bills this consult. As a practice, phone
consults can be tricky to manage as they still require a booked
appointment with the GP and often require additional administration
time especially when scripts or other documents need to be sent. Did
you know that if a script is faxed to a pharmacy it is a requirement that the original
hard copy is mailed to the pharmacy?! A frequent request received by our receptionists is to just be “squeezed in as it won’t take long” and while we will always
endeavour to assist you there are times when this is simply not possible. The flow
on effect of squeezing phone appointments is greater wait times for other patients

We have been fortunate with some lovely sunny
Autumn days so far this season and we hope
you have been able to get outside while the
weather is kind and enjoy our beautiful Adelaide
Hills.
There are some beautiful walks in the district
and the leaves are still just hanging in there at
the Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens if you have the
opportunity to take a wander!

